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By Our Correspondent

Bhairahawa, Jan. 23

The process of justice 

execution has become effective 
after the formation of judicial 

committees in local levels of 
Rupandehi district. 

As many disputes are 

being resolved at the local 
levels without going to the 
court, the flow of cases in the 
court has also reduced.

The judicial committees 

also claim that it is easier for 

the parties in dispute to get 

their issues resolved at local 
levels.

Art ic le  217  of  the 

Constitution of Nepal has 

provisioned that the judicial 
committees established at 

local levels can exercise their 
powers to hear cases

After the election of 

local representatives, the local 
levels are executing justice as 
per the Constitution and Local 

Level Operation Act, 2017.
The judicial committee of 

Siddharthanagar Municipality, 

which hears cases relating to 

land disputes, drainage disputes 

and assaults among others, 

has informed that the dispute 

resolution was effective.
Uma Kafle ,  deputy 

mayor of the municipality 

and coordinator of the judicial 

committee, said, "Of the 
50 cases registered in the 
municipality until mid-January 

of the current Fiscal Year, 35 

cases were already resolved."
Similarly, Siyari Rural 

Municipality of Rupandehi has 

also claimed that the justice 

delivery process was being 
carried out effectively by its 
judicial committee.

"As cases are resolved 
and justice is served without 
having to visit the court, local 
administration, and the police, 

justice has been accessible 

to all victims in a simpler, 
easier, and faster way," said 

vice chairperson  of the 

municipality and coordinator of 

the committee Amrita Gurung.

The  depar tment  o f 

justice said that the committee 

was hearing cases relating 

to the encroachment of land, 

disputes between neighbours, 

family issues, divorce, harm 
to crops or livestock, drainage 
issues, assault,  partition 

dispute, defamation, theft, 

transactions, and many more.

Justice execution from local levels 
effective in Rupandehi district

By Our Correspondent

Bhairahawa, Jan. 23

T h e  C O V I D - 1 9 
surveillance in the border 
points of Bhairahawa has 

been affected after the health 
workers deployed there tested 
positive for COVID-19.

A l t h o u g h  s p e c i a l 

mechanisms have been set 
up in the Belahiya border 

point to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19, due to the 
lack of sufficient human 
r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  e f f o r t s 

made by the authorities 

have somewhat become 
ineffective.  

A large number of 

health workers appointed 
at the border to carry out 

COVID-19 tests on the 
suspected infected patients 

entering Nepal from India 
have contracted the virus and 

are currently in isolation.

Previously, the infection 
was detected in four health 

workers, which has increased 
to seven now.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 

infected health workers 
have complained that the 
authorities have not paid 
a t t en t ion  in  manag ing 

m e d i c i n e s ,  t r e a t m e n t 

services ,  and i so la t ion 
centres for them.

"We are working for 
the nation day and night 

by risking our own lives. 
But the government has 
not provided any assistance 
when we are in need of 

it," said a health worker, 
adding, "We are currently 

staying in isolation at our 

own expenses."

Many health workers, 
despite having symptoms 
similar to that of COVID-19, 

are continuing to work by 
taking medications.

T h e  w o r k e r s  a l s o 
complained that even the 
facility of washing hands 

and drinking water was 
unavailable at the health desk.

C u r r e n t l y , 

Siddharthanagar Municipality 

is  managing the health 

desks set up at Belahiya. 
According to Gita Neupane 

Pokhare l ,  ac t ing  ch ie f 
of the health department 

o f  S i d d h a r t h a n a g a r 

Municipality, a total of 19 
health workers were deployed 
in the health desk.

" I f  the  hea l thcare 
staffers test positive, we 
appoint someone else as their 

substitute," said Pokharel, she 
added that the workers at the 
health desk who test positive 
for the virus should get their 
treatment done by themselves.

COVID-19 surveillance at 
Bhairahawa border point affected

By A Staff Reporter
Kathmandu, Jan. 23

The United Nations Children's Fund 

(UNICEF) has said that Nepal’s significant 
progress in nutrition of mothers and 

children is at risk due to current inequities 
and COVID-19 pandemic.

Nepal achieved globally renowned 
progress in reducing child stunting and 

scaling up nutrition services during the 
Millennium Development Goals era 
(2002 -2016), despite periods of political 
and economic instability, according to a 

special supplement of the Maternal and 

Child Nutrition Journal published by 

UNICEF on Thursday.
 However, the country still faces 

considerable nutrition-related challenges. 

Progress towards the Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG) targets on 
stunting and wasting is not advancing 
at the speed, scale or equity required, 
and may be affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic, it said.

Issuing a report, "Nutrition in Nepal: 
Three decades of progress for children and 

women", UNICEF provides nine original 
articles that examine the drivers of success 
and identify where greater policy and 

programmatic action is needed to achieve 
the SDG nutrition targets.

A few examples of the extraordinary 

success in Nepal around maternal 

and child nutrition include stunting in 

children (under the age of two) decreased 
by 24 per cent between 1996 (57 per cent) 
and 2016 (33 per cent). 

This was due to the increased 

coverage of health and nutrition services 
and improvements in household wealth, 
parental education, and sanitation.

Between 1996 and 2016, the 
early initiation of breastfeeding saw an 

increase from 18 per cent to 56 per cent, 
and complementary feeding increased 

from 54 per cent to 77 per cent.

More women took sufficient iron 
and folic acid supplements during their 

pregnancy, with an increase in the 

percentage from only 6 per cent in 2001 
to 71 per cent in 2016.

Thanks to the involvement of more 
than 50,000 female community health 
volunteers, Nepal saw an increase in 
access to and demand for iron-folic acid 

supplementation by communities.

This was combined with earlier and 

more frequent antenatal care visits. 
Vitamin A supplements have been 

given consistently to over 80 per cent of 
children (aged between 6 and 59 months). 

B e t w e e n  1 9 9 8  a n d  2 0 1 6 , 
the percentage of households using 

adequately iodised salt doubled from 35 
percent to 77 per cent.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  j o u r n a l 

supplement, this pivotal progress in 
nutrition has been possible in Nepal 

through the progressive actions taken by 
successive governments.

Recently, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has become a human and socio-economic 

crisis that threatens to unravel past 
progress on nutrition, it said. 

"The learning from the past 25 years 

that are incorporated in the supplement of 

the Maternal and Child Nutrition Journal 

are invaluable. 
These will inform and contribute to 

future improvements within the nutrition 
programme in Nepal," said Elke Wisch, 
UNICEF Representative to Nepal.

"The  da ta  p rov ided  in  the 
supplement will help us to improve 
maternal ,  adolescent ,  and chi ld 

nutrition by scaling up essential 

nutr i t ion-specif ic  and nutr i t ion-

sensitive interventions and ensure an 
enabling environment for nutrition. 

However, we must act now, given 
the impact that the pandemic has had 

on the nutritional health of mothers and 

their children"

Pandemic puts mother, child nutrition at risk: UNICEF

By Our Correspondent 

Humla, Jan. 23

D i s t r i c t  H o s p i t a l , 
Humla has shut down all its 

services except emergency 
ones from Sunday onwards 

till further notice. 

The hospital reached 

the decision after eight of its 

health workers tested positive 
for the COVID-19 on Friday. 

Prem Bahadur Singh, 

Chief of the Hospital, said 

that the hospital would 

be unable to provide the 
medical services other than 
the emergency ones after their 

all staff got infected with the 
coronavirus. 

He said that during this 

period, the hospital would 

provide only emergency 
se rv ices  o f  ma te rn i ty , 
C O V I D - 1 9  t e s t  a n d 
vaccination. 

Singh said  that  the 

hospital has, however, not 

stopped vaccination service 
against COVID-19. He said 
that the hospital has enough 

syringes for the COVID-19 jab. 
Senior assistant health 

worker Sarita Bohora said 
that the eight office employees 
including lab chief were 

tested positive for the virus 
last Friday. “There was no 

other option but to halt the 

services until further notice 
in lack of required human 
resources,” she said. 

Humla hospital closes all 
services except emergency

Three die when 

rock-fall hits 

moving jeep 

By Our Correspondent 

Okhaldhunga, Jan. 23

A t  l e a s t  t h r e e 

passengers were killed and 
two others were critically 

injured after rock fell on a 
moving jeep in Okhaldhunga 
on Sunday.

T h e  j e e p  w i t h 

registration number Ko 1 Ja 

3569 heading towards the 
district headquarters from 
Moli of Manebhanyjyang-1 

of the district met with the 

accident after a big mass of  

rock fell on the jeep. 
In the accident, Hem 

Bahadur Magar, 30, of 
Manebhanjyang-1, Yusabh 

Koirala, 10, and Yunisha Koirala, 
7, of Siddhicharan Municipality-1 

were killed, according to District 
Police Office. 

In  the Fiscal  Year 
2020/2021, a total of 85 
cases were registered in the 

committee. Similarly, until 

mid-January of the current 

Fiscal Year, a total of 40 cases 
have been registered of which, 
24 cases have already been 
resolved.

Chiranjibi Gautam, an 

official at the department 

of  jus t ice  in  the  Rural 

Municipality, said, "As the 

trend of visiting the court 
for petty disputes has ended, 

the establishment of judicial 

committees at local levels 
has reduced the burden of 

the court to a greater extent."

H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 

local levels could resolve 
the disputes or carry out 

mediation between the parties 

in a rift in lesser time with the 

use of limited resources.


